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» Lord, e 
ara 28 HA VE received ſo many Inſtan- 


2 ces of your Lordſhip's Favour and 
3] 229 Friendſhip in Ireland, that I cannot 
68... B59 poſſibly doubt of either. Your Lord- 
2 S ſhip, in your laſt Letter, is pleaſed 
N Octo expreſs a very kind Concern for 
my being removed from the-Place of Secretary to the 
Lords Fuſtices. You ſay, my Lord, That conſidering 
ſome Service which you know I had the good for- 
tune to do the Publick ſince my being in that Poſt, 
and the Honour I have of being ſo nearly related to 
Mr. Addiſon (a Gentleman who was lately Secretary 
of State in Great Britain, and who is ſo juſtly eſteem- 
ed by all Men) you cannot help being ſurprized 
at this Proceeding. Your Lordſhip is ſo good to 
inform me, That it is commonly reported in Ireland, 
I left the Kingdom without Leave from the Lords 
Juſtices; which, tho? your Lordſhip ſays you can 
hardly believe, you defire ſome Account of this 

ir from my ſelf, that you may not be wholly 
at 2 loſs how to juſtify my Conduct. Laftly, Your 
A 2 Lord- 
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Lordſhip deſires to know whether I intend to turn 
Malecontent, or whether my Heart is (till full of that 
Duty and Affection towards his Majzſty. you have 
often heard me ſo warmly expreſs. . 

I have of late received ſo many Letters from other 

Perſons pretty much to the ſame Purpoſe with «bis 
from your Lordſhip, that I muſt confeſs I want 
Time to anſwer each of them particularly; I chuſe 
therefore to addreſs my ſelf to your Lordſhip in this 
Publick Manner, ſince it was the beſt M:thod I could 
think of to do my ſelf Fuſtice, and anſwer all my 
Friends at once. 
I am very ſenſible how indecent it is in moſt Caſes 
for a Man to ſay or write any thing to his own 
Advantage; yet I think ſome Liberty of this kind has 
ſcarce ever been denied to Men when they were 
borne bard upon, and when their own Vindication 
made it in a manner neceſſary, I hope, my Lord, 
this Conſideration will excuſe the Account I am 
going to give of my firſt entering upon the Secre- 
tary's Office in Ireland, and Behaviour in it; eſpe- 
cially ſince I ſhall confine my ſelf to three or four 
naked Matters of Fact ſo very well known, and ſo 
notorious as to admit of no Diſpute. 

I was made Under-Secretary to Mr. Addiſon, and 
Chief Secretary to the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, ſoon 
after his Majeſty's happy Arrival in Great Britain. 
Your Lordſhip very well knows that I ſucceeded 
Mr. Dawſon, a Gentleman who was indeed a mo 
diligent Officer, and perfectly a Maſter of all the 
Forms of Buſineſs relating to his Poſt. It was this 
Conſideration which had continued him in his Em- 
ployment for about Nineteen Years ſucceſſivelj, 
under Governours of very different Principles; ſince 
tho' it was generally theught his Hears was with 
the Tories, it was as generally agreed that the Pl 
lick Buſineſs would ſuffer too much by his Removal. 


There 
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There is ſcarce a Gentleman in Ireland who has not 
heard of the Difficulties I lay under at my firſt 
coming into that Kingdom: My Predeceſſor's 
Clerks, the only Perſons who were acquainted with 
the Buſineſs, refuſed to ſerve under me; the very 
Books of the Office, out of which I was to learn and 
make my ſelf Maſter of all the Forms of Buſineſs, were 
removed; nor was it without the utmoſt Difficulty, 
nor until I had ſeveral Hearings before the Lords 
Juſtices and Council, that I was allowed to have 2 
free Recourſe to them. Notwichſtanding this, and 
tho' I was obliged to work with Clerks who were 
entirely new to the Buſineſs, I made a ſhift to beat 
out my Way; and flatter my ſelf that | cannot be 
charged with any one Miſtake to the Prejudice of the 
Publick. I would not however be thought in this 
Particular to aim at giving your Lordſhip, or any 
one elſe, a more than ordinary Notion of my Capa- 
city; every body knows, that to make a Man's fell 
Maſter of the Forms of Buſineſs, there is nothing re- 
quiſite but a great deal of Diligence. It is this alone, 
which, I conceive, I may lay ſome claim to, having 
for almoſt Four Years together been never abſent from 
the Office as many Days, and having never been 
| Ten Miles from Dublin all the Time I was in Ireland. 

Within a Twelvemonth after my entring upon 
the Execution of my Employment, the Pretender 
landed in Scotland; and tho' Ireland has formerly 
been the Scene of ſo many Rebellions and fo much 
Bloodſhed, yet ſuch was the Prudence and Vigilance of 
the then Lords Juſtices, ſo great was the Zez/ which 
all the boneſt Gentlemen of the Country expreſſed for 
his Majeſty's Service, that every thing was not only 
kept quiet in that Kingdom, but they were enabled 
to ſend ſeveral Regiments to Scotland, which proved 
2 Very timely Reinforcement to the Army commanded 
by his Grace the Duke of Argyle. 


The 
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The Hurry of Affairs was at this time ſo great in 
England, that we had ſometimes Orders ſent into 
Ireland, directimg ſuch or ſuch a Regiment to be 
ſent to Scotland, without ever mentioning the Place 
they were to land at: and tho' while the Tranſport- 
Office ſubſiſted, there was always ſome Perſon par- 
ticularly commiſſioned to take care of the Embark- 
ation of Troops upon ſuch Occafions ; and tho 
ſince that Time there has been a Field-Officer ſent 
from England expreſly on the ſame Account, yet in 
this Criſis of Affairs, tho* the Charge of providing 
Shipping, Cc. is alwgys defrayed by Great Britain, 
there was no Perſon commiſſioned from this ſide of 
the Water to look after it: I was therefore com- 
manded by my Maſters, the then Lords Juſtices, 
to find out proper Owners of Ships to contract with 
them, Cc. tho” it was a Buſineſs entirely foreign to 
my Province. I did fo, and will venture to affirm 
(for which I appeal co the Accompts in the Engliſh 
Treaſury.) that never were Forces before tranſport- 
ed from Ireland to any part of Great Britain, at fo 
cheap a Rate, I was ſo little verſed in charging 
Money for Extraordinary Services, that I never either 
demanded or received one Farthing upon this Ac- 
count. 

About the ſame time, upon a Repreſentation 

from the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, ſhewing to how 
much Danger the Kingdom might be expoſed by 
the withdrawing ſo many of their Regular Troops, 
unleſs they might be permitted to ſupply their 
Places ſom2 other way, there was leave given for 
them to raiſe the Militia (an Expedient that had not 
been uſed in Ireland for above Twenty Years before) 
which Sir Conſtantine Phipps had openly oppoſed, 
and laid it down for a Maxim, That it was next 
door to High Treaſen, and directly againſt an Act ol 
Parliament, 
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There is no Gentleman who has been any time 
in Ireland, but muſt be ſenſible that the Militia of 
that Kingdom, conſiſting of above zoooo Men, is 
at this time very different from the Militia of Great 
Britain. It is almoſt incredible with how much Spirit 
and Cheerfulneſs the Gentlemen of the Country acted 
upon this Occaſion: Some of them took ſo mach 
Pains, and were at ſuch an Expence, that I have ſeen 
a Company of the Militia which might have been 
almoft taken for Regular Troops : And if what has 
been may be, or if we may form any Judgment from 
what the Iriſh Proteſtant Militia actually performed 
in the late Civil Wars, they are at preſent no ſmall 
addition to the Strength of the Kingdom. 

There was, however, one Inconvenience, which 
naturally aroſe from the uncommon Zeal of the Iriſh 
Proteſtant Gentlemen; vix. That while through 
a noble Emulation each of them ſtrove in a particu- 
lar manner to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the Service of 
his King and Country, it became extremely difficult 
to regulate their ſeveral Pretenſions to Precedency 
and Command. It was this that obliged their Excel- 
lencies the Lords Juſtices with an indefatigable Dili- 
gence to meet conſtantly every Day at the Caſtle ; 
and at their riſing I had frequently Directions to 


| anſwer Thirty or Forty Letters by the next Poſt, 


which they had received from ſeveral Gentlemen 
in different Counties. 


In England the Commiſſions for the Militia are 
ſigned and iſſued by the Lords Lieutenants of Coun- 
ties; but your Lordſhip very well knows that in 
Ireland they are all ſigned by the Chief Governour 
or Governours for the Time being, counterſigned by 
the Secretary, and conſequently are all drawn up in 
his Office, and iſſued through it. For this Reaſon 
there is a very handſome Fee eſtabliſhed by the an- 
tent Table of Fees in the Secretary's Office upon 
every ſuch Commiſſion ; and I can demonſtrate to 

| your 
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your Lordſhip, or any body elſe, that had I taken 
theſe Fees at that time, my Share of them would 
have amounred to a larger Sum than I ſhall mention. 
But my Maſters, the Lords Juſtices, having told me 
they were of Opinion, ſince the Gentlemen of the 
Country got nothing by thoſe Commiſſions, it 
would be pretty hard to preſs them for their Fees, I 
was ſo ſcrupulous in this particular, that I not only 
forbore to preſs, bur when ſome Counties would 
ſend me up the Money, I returned it again, and to 
prevent the like Accidents for the future, took care 
to write a particular Letter to the Colonels of the 
Militia, Mayors of Towns, Cc. to whom I ſent 
down any Commiſſions: for the Truth of which I 
dare openly appeal to the Gentlemen of the Coun- 
try, and can aſſure your Lordſhip, that 1 never 
would receive one Farthing, either as a Preſeus ot 
otherwiſe, for any Commiſſin in the Militia. 

The Lords Juſtices, my Maſters, were however 
ſo ſenſible of the Zeal with which I acted, and the 
Extraordinary Pains I took on this Occaſion, being 
obliged to (it up in the Office many whole Nights; 
that (tho* never any Government was more properly 
ſparing of Publick Money) their Excellencies reſol- 
ved to make me a handſome Preſent, acquainted me 
with cheir Reſolution, and ordered me to draw 28 
Warrant upon it. I could not but be highly ſenſible 
of ſuch a Mark of their Excellencies Favour, and 
returned them my Acknowledgments for it in the 
moſt humble manner; yet conſidering the Comme 
Danger at that Time, how heartily every Man in hi 
reſpective Station was obliged to act for the King" 
Servicr, and how low the Iriſh Treaſury was, Ide 
fired I might be excuſed from accepting it. 
Earl of Kildare, then one of the Lords Juſtices (and 
who, your Lordſhip knows, is particularly diſtin 
guiſh'd for the Lowe of bis Country, as well as for i 


Benevolence and Humanity to all who are near bit 
wo 


o a 
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would not take my firſt Refuſal, but gave me a Day 
longer to conſider of it. At the Expiration of this 
Time my Sentiments were the ſame as before, and 1 
f the never received this Teſtimony of my Maſters being 
s, it ſatisfied with my Services, which I am ſure I might 
ben, I have taken with Honour. TR 
only Wl For my Integrity in the Execution of my Office i 
vould ener, 'I appeal to a Reſolution of a Committee o 
ad to Wl the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, which paſſed Nemine 
care Contradicente, The Occaſion of it, your Lordſhip 
AH the may remember, was this: When the Thirteen new 
| ſent Regiments were raiſed in Ireland, the Commiſſions 
nich 1 for them being all ſigned in England, the Officers 
Zoun- Wl found that they paid more for their Commiſſions, 
never Wl than they uſed to do when they were ſigned in 
ſen ot Veland by a Lord Lieutenant: This, added to the 
unhappy Averſion which ſome Gentlemen of the 
wever vit Houſe of Commons had conceived towards 
my Lord Gallway, made them fall very warmly upon 
the Lords Juſtices Secretaries, and reſolve to exa- 
mine in a Committee what Fees had been taken in 
their Office upon any Occafion, and by what Aut ho- 
rity. When this Committee had fat ſeveral Days, 
encouraged «ll Perſons who thought themſelves ag- 
grieved, to make their Complaints, and examined 
into every Particular; even thoſe Gentlemen who 
were at firſt prejudiced againſt us, were ſo thorough- 
ly convinced they had been mi/nformed, that they 
did us the Juſtice to come into a Reſolution, which 
was carried in 4 full Committee, Nem. Con. That he 
Fees which had been taken in the Secretary's Office were 
warranted by the antiewt Table of Fees in that Office, 
and LESS then had been taken by former Secretaries. 
Tour Lordſhip cannot but be ſenſible how much 
this Reſolution is to my Advantage, ſince by my 
Polt of Under- Secretary I was the only Hand who re» 
ceived all abe Adoney paid into the Office: And there 
i ent Circumſt ance that makes it ſtill the more es 
Us B Able, 
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able, viz. That it was well underſtood at that time, 
that could any thing in particular have been fixed 
upon me, it would not have diſpleaſed a certain Per. 
ſon then in Power. D Fenn bat * 

I know very well, my Lord, that what I have 
ſaid may look ſo much like Vanity, that nothing 
could excuſe my own mentioning theſe ſeveral Par- 
ticulars, but my being removed from a Poſt, in 
which it has not been uſual to change the Officer; 
and this in the ſame Government Which I have ſome 
time ſerved under. This is in the Court-Language 
to be diſgraced; and indeed I believe moſt People at 
firft View muſt imagine T have done ſomething pretty 
extraordinary to merit ſo ſevere a Treatment. Your 
Lordſhip therefore, and the World, will, I hope, 
forgive me, if I endeavour to put it out of the 
Power of thoſe who have taken away my Place, to 
deprive me at the ſame time of my Reputation. Your 
Lordſhip too will pleaſe ro obſerve, that in my 
giving this Account of my Behaviour while I bad 
the Honour to ſerve his Majefty in Ireland, I have 
only mentioned ſuch Matters of Fact, the greateſt 
part of which your Lordſhip knows to be true, and 
which are of ſo notorious a Nature, that every body 
who thinks fit may ſatisfy himſelf in them, 


I proceed to give your Lordſhip an Account why 
I was removed. 

Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to inform me, that it is 
commonly ſaid in Ireland, I am removed for leaving 
that Kingdom without Leave from the Lords Fuſtices ; and 
I muſt acquaint your Lordſhip, that this is alſo what 
has been induſtriouſij ſpread, and what is generally 
believed on this fide of the Water. I have hitherto 
remained ſilent, and ſuffered a Falſhood to take its 
full Run, which I knew it was in my own Power to 
detect whenever I thought fit. I am therefore to 
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mean Mr. Addiſon and Mr. Bladen. 
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ſo far from being true, that having occaſion to 
come to Exgland upon ſome Affairs relating to my 
own Eſtate, I had my Licence of Abſence ſigned in 
the uſual Form by both the Lords Fuſtices, before I 
left Dublin; which I have ſtill to produce, under 
their Excellencies Hands. I was to take my leave 
of his Excellency Mr. Conolly at his Country-Seat, 
where he ſpent his Eaſter, and had his particular 
Directions relating to the Papers I was to leave with 
my Brother. My Licence was likewiſe ſigned by 
his Grace the Archbiſhop of Dublin : I waited upon 
his Grace ſeveral Times after the ſigning it, before I 
left Ireland; and was particularly with him, toge- 
ther with my Brother, to receive his laſt Directi- 
ons, till Eleven a Clock the Night before I embark- 
ed for England. | | 

Having, I hope, fully ſatisfy'd your Lordſhip 
why I was not removed, I am now to acquaint you 
why 1 was. 


I had the Happineſs to ſerve in Ireland when 
two Gentlemen were firſt Secretaries to the Chief 
Governors of that Kingdom, whom the World ge- 
nerally allow to be Men of Honour and Cæpacity; I 
I had the good 
Fortune to give ſo entire Satisfaction to both theſe 
Gentlemen, that all the while they were in their 
Poſts, and ſince they have been out, they have 
vouchſafed to give me conſtant and repeated Marks 
of their Friendſhip and Eſteem. But notwithſtanding 
this, I have had the Misfortune to offend their Suc- 
deſſor Mr. Webſter. Before I acquaint your Lord- 
ſhip with the Particulars that made me ſo unhappy 
to incur his Diſpleaſure, it may not be improper to 
Bive your Lordſhip ſome Account of the Man 
himſelf. 8 

Before his late Promotion, he was one of the 


Under. copying Clerks of the Treaſury, ſac at a little 


B 2 Desk 
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Desk in the Outer Room, and his whole Salary, toge- 


ther with the Perquiſites of his Place, were thought 
to amount to about 200 J. per Ann. out of which 


he was to maintain himſelf, a 111 two Sons, and a 
Daughter, who is generally ſaid to be à very pretty 

oung Woman, I need not inform your Lordſhip, 
that the Poſt of Chief Secretary of State im Ireland, is 
a Place of great Honour, Truſt, and Profit. Your 
Lordſhip knows, that the Eſtabliſhments of that 
Kingdom amount at preſent ro between Four and 
Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Ann. and that 
the Chief Secretary has not only moſt of the Civil 
Affairs in his Province, but is likewiſe Secretary a 
War to all the Army in the Kingdom, which gene- 
rally conſiſts of abour 12900 Men. If a weak ora 
corrupt Man was put into this Poſt, it is certain that 
his Incapacity for Buſineſs would lead him into a great 
many Blunders and Miſtakes, or that he might make 
very ad vantagious, tho? very 2 Bargains for 
himſelf. All Military Commiſſions, from a Colon 
to an Enſign, paſs through his Hands, are ſigned by 
his Maſter the Lord Lieutenant, and pretty much 
in his Excellency's Diſpoſal. What by the Death of 
Officers, their ſelling quite out of the Army, or be 
ing allowed to exchange with one another , the 
Number of ſuch Commiſſions ſigned within 1 
Twelvemonth may be eaſily gueſſed to be very cn. 
ſiderable. In a Word, the Truſt repoſed in a Chitl 
Secretary for Ireland has been thought ſo great, 
that it has hicherto been ala conferred on Men 
remarkable for their natural and acquired Parts, thell 
Capacity in Buſineſs, and ſuch as have ufyally 2 
rived to ſome of the moſt conſiderable Poſts in 
Great Britain. The Secretaries ſince the Revolution, 
to the beſt of my remembrance, were Mr. Polten 
Mr. Prior, Mr. Southwell, Mr. Doddington, Sir Jobs 
Stanley, Mr. Addiſon, and Mr. Bladen. Theſe Gen: 
tlemen have the Honour to ſee themſelves ——_—_ 
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by the preſent Right Honourable Edward Webfter, 
Eſq; who from a Copying Clerk in the Treaſury 
was within two Months made Firf# Secretary of State 
for Ireland, a Memberof Parliament, and of his Ma- 
jeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council in that Kingdom. 
But as it is to be preſumed all theſe Favours were 
not thought a Recompence adequate to his Strwices, he 
had ſhortly after the Reverſion of a Poſt in heiand, 
which may be modeſtly computed at 8001. a Year, 
given for Life to his two Sons, who are both In- 
fants. | dem 

It is certain nothing is ſo commendable and praiſe- 
wort hy, as for a Man to raiſe himſelf by his own 
Merit, ſince it is this alone that ought to be the bef 
Pretenſi en to every Poſt. Hence it is we find, that 
when Men of great Capacities raiſe themſelves from 
mean Stations to very conſiderable Prefermentt, they 
immediately draw the Eyes of the World upon 
them; while all who have any Hopes of riſing to 
the fame Honours, are more particularly folicicous 
to obſerve and to imitate the moſt conſpicuous of their 


„ 


Virtues. _F 


The Poſt of Secretary of State for Vrelang places 
a Man of Parts in a very advantagious Point of 
Light; a great Number of General Officers, Co- 
lonels, Cc. are forced daily to apply to him upon 
different Affairs relating to their ſeveral Regiments 
and Commands : And there is no doubt but theſe 
Gentlemen, who by having ſeen a great deal of 
the World, and keeping Company with Perſons of 
the fir/# Rank, are for the moſt part very good Judges 
of Men, have now frequencly che Happineſs of ad- 
miring in the Right Honourable Mr. Webſter, the 
engaging Manner in which he receives them, his 
Readineſs in comprehending, and Dexterity in the 
Diſpatch of their Affairs. For my own part, I catt- 
not doubt but he has a great deal of 44erit, and 
ſemet hing about bim particularly engoging ; tho? it was 
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my Misfortune to be removed by him from a Poſt 
which gave me frequent Acceſs to him, before J 
was at leiſure to be thoroughly acquainted with it. 

It muſt be confeſſed , that common Fame (but 
your' Lordſhip knows ſhe is a malicious Baggage, 
and is frequently miſtaken) gives a Reaſon for his 
Preferment, which is ſo little for his ow» Reputation, 
or for the Honour of bis Majeſty's Affairs committed 


to his Charge, that I am ſure he will have good 


Nature enough to excuſe my not mentioning of it; 
and I ſhall therefore, without farther Ceremony, 
acquaint your Lordſhip with thoſe Particulars 
which gave him offence, and were the true Reaſon; 
of my Removal. 


The firſt was, my refuſing to have his Favourite 
Mr. Maddocks, who now ſucceeds me, quartered 
upon me for 801. per Annum. If this be denied, I 
have two of hs Letters to produce, which will put 
it out of Diſpute. I muſt own, having hitherto 
enjoy'd the full Profits of my Employment, I could 
not bring my ſelf to ſubmit to this honourable Condi- 
tion; bgſides, to confeſs the Truth, I could not be 
ſure where ſuch a Compliance might have ended. 
I reſolved therefore, by a flat Denial, to put a ſtop 
to any Propoſitions of ths Kind for the future; 
tho' I was very ſenſible, by the Manner it was 
preſs d, what would probably be the Conſequence 
if I refuſed to comply. 

Another Occaſion on which I had the Misfortune 
to offend this Gentleman, will require a little Ex- 
planation, to make your Lordſhip fully compre- 
bend it. 

The late Reduction of ſeveral Regiments has very 
much increaſed the Liſt of Half-Pay-Officers ; and it 
is not impoſſible but a farther Reduction of the 
Army may ſhortly ſtill augment that Li,. His 


Majeſty has bzen graciouſly pleaſed to * 
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That as Vacancies happened in the Standing Army, 
they ſhould be filled up with thoſe reduced Officers 
who have ſerved their Country with ſo much Ho- 
nour and Succeſs, This, together with ſome new 
Regulations lately made by his Majeſty, in rela- 
tion to the Buying and Selling Commiſſions, has made 
it extremely neceſſary that there ſhould be an e 
Regiſter kept of the Date, of all Gentlemens Com- 
miſſions, whether they are in the Standing Army, 
or on Half-Pay. Mr. Craiggs, while he was Se- 
cretary of War, wrote a Letter, by his Majeſty's 
Command, to the Government of 1re/and on this Sub- 
ject, and deſired that very exact Liſts of all Gentle- 
mens Commiſſions, who were in Regiments on the 
Iriſh Eſtabliſhment, might be returned to his Office. 
It has been the conſtant Cuſtom, time out of mind, 


in Ireland as well as England, never to deliver out any 


Commiſſion after it is ſigned, before ſuch Com- 
miſſion is firſ# entred in the Secretary's Office ; by 
which means ſuch Liſts as were now required are 
at any time readily made, and a great many Diſ- 
putes among the Gentlemen in the Army, re- 


q lating to their Senjority , are very eaſilygdeter- 


mined, | 

The Lords Lieutenants of Ireland, after they 
have been ſworn, have conſtantly ſigned Mili- 
tar? Commiſſions. for the Army on that Eſtabliſh- 


ment, tho' they rhemſelves have been in England; 


but as they do this by virtue of that Power given 
them by the Crown to act in Jreland, ſuch Com- 
miſſions, tho* afwally figned in Lonton, have been 
always dated from Dublin-Caſtle, and have been 
conſtantly tranſmitted by the Lord Lieutenant's 


| SECTetary here, to the Secretary of the Lords Ju- 


ſtices in Ireland, to be by him entred in the Office 
before they were delivered to the Agent of that Re- 
giment to Which they belonged. 


Mc. 


* —— 


( 16 ) | 
Mr. Webſter, for ſome particular Reaſons bef 
known to himſelf, reſolved to deliver out ſuch 
Commiſſions as he got ſigned here, either to ſuch 
Officers themſelves as ſhould happen to be upon the 
Place, or to ſuch Perſons as they ſhould ſend to 
bim, without ever tranſmitting them, as «wal, to 
be entred in the Office in Ireland. I thought it 
my Duty to repreſent to him, that this was alto- 
gether »nu/ual, might hinder us from having the 
Dates of ſeveral Commiſſions in the Office, and oc- 
caſion a good deal of Confuſion in the Affairs of the 
, Army; but tho' my Reaſons againſt it were never 
U anſwer d, my Remonſtrance had no Effect. I could 
not gueſs at the Meaning of this, till ſome time 
| after, I came to find by a Letter from his private 
Clerk to one of my own Clerks in Ireland, That upon 
every Commiſſion which he had iſſued in the Manner 
abe ment ioned, he had taken a much larger Fee than 
had been ev before received, than he himſelf had 


taken in Ireland, or than we could any way war- 
rant. On this Occ⸗ ſion I immediately took the Li- 


berty ro acquaint him, That he could never jufif T 
[ ſuch a Proceeding; that it muſt certainly, at Jaf, Ml othe 
draw a Clamour upon him from the Officers of the Ml creta 


Army; and that for my own part, as I hoped I had At f 

ſome little Reputation, I was firmly reſoived never WM your; 

to demand or tzke for any Commiſſion which paſſed WM be o, 

. through my Hands, more than the legal and ace BY lengt 
| ſtomed Fee. 1 81 d 

' After ſome Reaſonings on this Subject, and when 

| | one Lieutenant Cunningham, a Man of good Senſe 

| began to alt loud, I obtained his Permiſſion to rt 

| turn again to the ſeveral Officers, as they came in 

| my way, the Money he had taken from them ven 

improperly. I had begun with refunding to the Lieu. 

tenant betore I left Dublin, but have ſtill « long Li 

of other Gentlemen who were injured upon 1bis O-. 


coſion, and to whom, tho' they themſelves we!f 
not 
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care to return their Money. Your Lordſhip will 
doubtleſs be ſurprized to know, that even after 


this, the Commiſſions are fil delivered out on 


this fide of the Water, contrary to Cuſtom; and 1 


fear there will be a pretty deal of Confuſion found 


one Day in thoſe Entries in the Secretary's Office 
of Feland, which have been hirherto kept with the 
utmoſt Exattneſs. Might I preſume to offer my 


humble Opinion to a Perſon fo well skilled in A- 


litary Matters, that, as I am informed, upon his 
firſt entring on his Office, he undertook to in- 
ſtruct my Lord C:dogan in ſeveral Affairs relating 
to the Army; I ſhould adviſe him to lay aſide the 
Thoughts of this and ſome other Alterations which 
he is at preſent projecting for the Secretary's Office 
in Ireland, to let Buſineſs run in the ſame Channel 
it has continued Time out of Mind, and to conſider 
that ſome of his Predeceſſors were at leaſt as 


well-meaning Men, tho' perhaps not ſo wiſe as 
himſelf. | 


Theſe two Affairs laſt mentioned, with ſome 
other Reaſons of the ſame kind, made Mr. Se- 
cretary reſolve to remove mè as ſoon as poſſible. 
At firſt however when he got Leave for his Fa- 
vourite Mr. Mad doc ks to act, I was aſſured, it ſhould 
be only while I continued in Great Britain; but at 
length, as the Right Honourable Perſon informed 
me himſelf, he got the D. of = to leave 
the Regulation of every thing in the Office entirely 
to him, upon which he acquainted me I was ſu 
perleded. 

| can fay nothing of Mr. Maddocks, my Succeſ- 

r, but that as he is a Perſon of no Fortune, it is 
very poſſible he may not dare to give his Opinion up- 
on things which I ſhould always have thought 
my felf obliged co do; but rerrified by my Ex- 


ample, 


- 


not ſo ſenſible of the Impoſition, I ſhall alſo take 
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amp e, may be more complying on proper Occa · 
ſions. 
If it would not ſwell this Letter to too great a 
Bulk, I could give ſome very particular and unde- 
niable Inſtances both of Mr. Secretary's Capacity 


for Buſineſs, and Integrity in the Execution of his 


Office. But as theſe could not be mentioned wich- 
out all the Circumſtances proper to explain them, 
and as it is not impoſſible but it may become neceſ- 
ſary for me to take notice of ſome of them in my own 
Place in the Houſe of Commons the next Seſſions, 
I ſhall diſmiſs 4 Subject at preſent which I am not 
fond of. 

Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſay in your Letter, 
That you cannot but think Mr. Addiſon, who has 
fo lately, while his Health permitted him, ſerved 
his King and Country with ſo much Honour, muſt 
be able to protect the neare/# Relation he has, and 
one firſt brought into Buſineſs by himſelf. In an- 
{wer to this, I am to acquaint your Lordſhip, 
That Mr. Addiſon has waited both on the D. of 
B and his Secretary upon this Occaſion; 
and being fully convinced that I have done nothing 
unworthy the Honour I have to be his Kinſman, and 
to have been made choice of for his Friend and Com- 
panion for ſeven Years together, could not but en- 
deavour to interpoſe in my Behalf : But it unfor- 
tunately happens, that bis Intereſt is much leſs at 
preſent with a certain great Man, than that of it! 
Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Webſter. 

| have now, my Lord, given you ſuch a plain 
Account of my Removal, as will, I hope, make it 
altogether unneceſſary for me to anſwer any other 
Letters upon this Subjet?, to be obliged to tell my 
own Story in private Companies, or to anſwer 1 
multitude of 2uveftions that I muſt otherwiſe have 
been perpetually troubled with. Your Lordſhp 


will pleaſe to obſerve, that I have advanced u. * 
U. 


7 


but ſuch as, ſhould they be denied, I have /uffcient 
Materials in my Hands to prove. 

If upon the Whole your Lordſhip ſhould: be of 
opinion, that I have been a litele hardly uſed, there 
is one Thing that I muſt defire your Lordſhip will do 
me the Jin to believe, viz. That I have not loſt 
my Loyalty with my Employment ; and that there is 
no Uſage, no Severity capable of abating the leaff 
part of my Duty and Affection towards my Rojat 
Maſter: No, my Lord, I have already taſted too 
largely of his Bounty, and have a Heart too ſen- 
ſible of his Favours, to admit one Thowght of this 
nature: And l muſt confeſs, that your Lordſhip's 
ſeeming but to doubt whether 1 am the ſame in this 
Reſpe& that I was formerly, has given me no ſmall 
Uneaſineſs. 

It is very poſſible that rbis Letter, as it chiefly re- 
lates to the Buſineſs of Ireland, may not find many 
Readers in Great Britain; but as it is likely enough 
to fall into more Hands in the Kingdom where your 
Lordſhip is, and where for ſome Years laſt paſt, 
in the Abſence of the Lord Lieutenant, I have con- 
ſtantly had the Honour to a& as Principal Secretary 
of State, To ſhew your Lordſhip that I think of our 
King as 1 ever did, I ſhall endeavour, tho' I muſt 
confeſs my ſelf very unequat to the Task, to give 
your Lordſhip ſome Sketches of the Character of 
this Great and Good PRINCE; and [| ſhall the 
more readily do this, becauſe your Lordſhip very 
well knows what ungenerous Arts have been uſed by 
ſome Men to miſrepreſent his Majeſty ro bis Sub- 
Jes; and that tho perhaps moſt People of any 
Faſhion in Great Britain have, by this time, had 
Opportunities of undeceiving themſelves, yet that 
in Ireland thoſe Falſhoods and Scandals which 
were ſo induſtriouſly ſpread in the beginning of 
bis Majeſty's Reign, have made but tos much Im- 
freſin upon ſome well-meaning People, whe have 
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never yet been at the Britz/h Court fince his happy 
Acceſſion to the Throne. | 

I cannot help premiſing, That tho' nothing is 
more uſual than for great Power to fill the Mind 
with ſo many wain Conceits, that we have often 
ſeen a Perſon who has been thought a good Man, 
make a very bad Prince; yet ſuch is the Flattery 
generally paid to Crown'd Heads, that they are 
no ſooner ſeated in their Thrones, than they are 
celebrated for Virtues, of which before they were 
never once ſuſpected. It is no wonder therefore if 
the thinking part of the World are very cautious 
how they give credit to the Eulogiums which are 
ſo plentifully ſhower'd upon Monarchs. One of 
the moſt memorable Sayings of Theophraſims, 
which is handed down to us, is, that We ougbt nd 
to love Men firſt, and know them afterwards ; but to 
know them firſt, and love them afterwards, It was 
a very peculiar Happineſs for the People of Great 
Britain and Ireland, to know what ſort of Prince 
his preſent Majeſty would make, long before they 
had the Happineſs to become his Subjects. He 
had for a long time before governed a Nation 
where he was abſolute, with the ſame Tuſtice and 
Humanity, as if his Power had been reſtrained by 
our own Magna Charta; it was this that gave him 
the Aſſurance to travel frequently twenty or thirty 
Leagues in his Electorate, only attended with 2 
ſingle Servant His Heart, conſcious of its own 
Integrity, told him, the Aﬀections of his People were 
his frongeſf Guards; and that he need not be ſoli- 
citous about @ Life which it was the Intereſt of every 
Man in his Dominions to preſerve. It was this that 
made him the moſt beloved of Princes, and drew 
Tears from the Eyes of a whole People when the) 
found he was reſolved to leave them : Their Al- 
fections were indeed engaged to him by the fronge 
t Ties of Intereſt and Gratitude, He had, by 
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(21) 
prudence and Fortitude, eſtabliſhed the Electoral 


Dignity in his own Family, and brought the Elec» 
torate it ſelf to be, both for Riches and Power, the 


| Second Proteſtant State in all Germany, He is ſaid 


to have perfectly well underſtood the /eweral 
Branches of his Rewenue, and to have managed his 
Finances with the ſame Eaſe and Regularity that a 
ſenſible Country Gentleman with us audires the 
Accounts of his Eſtate. I remember, ſoon aſter 
his Majeſty's Arrival, to have ſeen ſome Papers 
relating to the M-thod of paying our Army, and the 
Nature of our Publick Funds, which I was inform'd 
were tranſlated into French for his particular Uſe, 
and by his expreſs Command, and which plainly 
ſhewed, that he reſolved at that time to make him- 
ſelf a Maſter of the Detail of thoſe Things in 2 
much greater Degree than his Predeceſſors had done 
before him. Perſonal Courage ſeems to have been ſo 
Hereditary to choſe of the Houſe of Brunſwick, 
that tho* never Prince was poſſeſſed of it in a more 
eminent Degree than his Majeſty ; one ſcarce knows 
how to call it a Merit in him. I am cold, that the 
late Princeſs Sophia, when News was brought her 
of the Death of one of her three Sons, who all fell 
in the Field of Battle, and when the Meſſenger, in 
order to alleviate her Loſs, was enlarging on the 
gallant Manner in which the young Prince had be- 
haved himſelf, anſwered, with a Spirit worthy her 
Birth, I believe what you ſay, Sir, but why ſo much 
Pains to convince me of what I could not doubt? Did 
Jou ever know a Man of our Family a Coward? This 
laſt mentioned Virtue, added to ſtrong Senſe, has pro- 
duced in his Majeſty that Steadineſs and Firnneſs 4 
Mind ſo neceſſary to a Prince, and for which he is fo 
remarkably conſpicuous. | 8 
I know very well, that as there is no great Qua- 

lity but may be transformed by Artful and Deſign- 
ing Men into ſome Vice, that has a very on 
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Reſemblance of it; ſo that from this Conſtancy with neſs 
which his Majeſty adheres to his Reſolutions, he Wor 
has been repreſented by his Enemies as a Man off he v 
an hard and inflexible Temper : But thefe Peope witt 
would do well to remembet, that none but Men look 
of weak Underſtandings, or paſſionate Tempers, ſhowM to 2 
an Inconſtancy in their Actions, or are frequently WW Brit 
forced to change their Conduct. A weak or a 5, fuſior 
ſionate Man, as he has tov great and quick a Sens than, 
of a preſent Danger, or an Injury newly offered to Crea 
him, when time has removed the Apprehenſions H 
of the one, or healed the Smart of che other, thinks WW moſt 


no more of either. From hence we may obſerve, 
that the Actions of ſuch Men are raſh and incn-WM Life, 
fiſtent, that they either puniſh Offenders roo R. have 
gorouſly, or let them wholly Eſcape, The Manner in 
which his preſent Majeſty acted upon the ſupprel- 
fing of the late Rebellion, was ſuch as made his 
Fuſtice and his Mercy equally conſpicuous. How 
*＋ and 23 2 Maſter he is, and how eaſy to 

e pleaſed by ſuch Perſons as uſe proper Method: to 
obtain and keep his Favour, we may learn from 
the Treatment of his Hanoveriay Miniſters : Theſe 
Men have ſerved him with that Honeſty and Sint 
rity, for which the German Nation are particularly 
remarkable, and which I fear we of this Iſland, who 
value our ſelves upon being ſo much more Polit 
cannot mightily boaft of: They have roſe by jul 
degrees to the greateſt Preferments in the Electo- 
rate, have grown old in his Court, and have been, 
many of them, thirty or forty Years ſucceffively in 
his Service. 

It is reported by ſuch as have had the Honour and 
Happinsſs to know his Majeſty longeſt , that he 
was never ſeen either heated with Vine, or tram, 
ported with Paſſion: And indeed if his Majeſty had 
not much more Temper than ſome of our Great 
Men who ate about him, if he had not the ay 
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(23) 5 


making uſe of their good Qualities, and the Good- 
neſs to wink at and pardon their Failings; in 3 


Word, if like that Being, whoſe Vicegerent he is, 


he was not graciouſly pleaſed to regard his Servants 


with much more Favour and Kindneſs than they 
look upon one another ; I believe I might yenture 
to aſſure your Lordſhip, we ſhould ſoon ſee the 
Britiſh Court full of nothing but Faction: and Con- 


fuſion, Our Miniſters are /iterally obliged to 
thank his Majeſty for their Preſervation as well as 


Creation, 
Having hitherto conſidered his Majeſty in the 
moſt publick Parts of his Character, I cannot for- 
bear ſaying ſomething of his Perſon, and Manner of 
Life, ſince your Lordſhip knows, that even theſe 
have been miſrepreſented by his ungenerous Ene- 
mies. \ 
His Majeſty's Stature is of the middle fize : As 
he has been guilty of no Exceſs to impair his Con- 
ſtitution, his Gate is firm and manly, and his Shape 
of that happy and jaſt Turn, which uſually gives a 
Grace to all a Man's Actions, and with which it 
is impoſſible any one bred in a Court can appear 
awkward Or ungenteel, His Majeſty learnt alt his 
Exerciſes when he was very young, with great 
Applauſe, under the beſt Maſfters of the Age, 
whom the lace Princeſs Sophia, the moſt accom- 
pliſned Woman of her Time, took care to procure: 
He never appears at preſent to more Advantage, 
than when he is on Horſeback, but in his more yout b- 
ful Days was thought to dance with the beſt Air in 
the World. His Face has indeed nothing in it of 
that uninformed lifeleſs Beauty with which the French 
repreſent their Ferit: Maitres, and which we may 
ſometimes obſerve even in the Pictures of their 
Heroes : His Majeſty's Countenance is Maſculint 
and Comely, his Look entirely like an Engliſhmen, 
and ſuch as would make the generality of his oy 
je&s 


3 
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8 "I 

&s take him at firſt ſight for one of the betrer Son 
of our own Country Gentlemen; but upon a near whi 
Fiew, we find an Air diffuſed over his whole Dif 
Countenance, which gives ſuch a Gladneſi to hi in tl 
Eyes, and ſuch a Beauty to every part of his Face, —— 
as I know not how to expreſs: It is not the Reſult Non 
of any particular Feature, nor indeed of all the Fea- Wl ©*'7 
| tures together; but ſeems to be an immediate Em. MW And 
[! nation from his Soul, fill'd with noble Sentiments and ſpen 


Humanity. Sir Godfrey Kneller confeſſed to me, that 5 
able 


he was unable to catch this Air (fo viſible to all who 
fee the King) tho” he had tried at it with his utmoſ 
1 Skill : So that your Lordſhip muſt not expect to 
[ form the leaſt Notion of it from any of his Majeſty's 
i Pictures. | 

9 Such is the Perſon of our King; nor is it in the 
leaſt to be doubted, but that ſhould his Majeſty" 
Affairs allow him to take a Progreſs through hiz 
Dominions, Faction and Prejudice would fly before 
His Face, and Thouſands of his Subje&s grow Loyal 
while they bebeld him. 


I proceed to give your Lordſhip ſome Accourt 
of his Manner of Living. | 
His Majeſty has not yet ſuffered himſelf to be de- 


| bauched by the Luxury and Sloth of our Engliſh No 
| | bilicy : He riſes carly in a Morning, and has chret 
| or four Hours to himſelf to think of the Buſineſs d 


1 the Day, before any of his Miniſters come near hint 
Between Eleven and Twelve the Germans Miniſftn 
have their Audience, and lay before him ſach Bul: 
9 neſs as relates to the Electorate. About One a Clock 
i the Britiſh Miniſters generally come to Court, ant 
hy when the publick Buſineſs of the Day is diſparched, 
il any other Perſons of Diſtinction may deſire and 00. 
rain an Audience. On thoſe Days when his M. 
jeſty does not dine in Publick, he uſually eats alt; 
and is generally the whole Afternoon by himlch 
AE 2 8 | e. 
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which he paſſes either in finiſhing his own private 
Diſpatches, &. or taking the benefit of the Air 
in the Gardens of his Palace. I have deſcribed to 

our Lordſhip his Majeſty's daily Courſe of Life, 
— which he ſeldom or ever varies, but on ſome 
extraordinary Occaſions, ſuch as Council-Days, &c: 
And I believe I may venture to affirm, that he 
ſpends more Hours in Bufineſs moſt Days of his 
Life, than any one Miniſter about him. He is en- 
abled to this by that good State of Health which has 
been the Effect of his Temperance, for I cannot learn 
that his Majeſty has taken any other Phyſick, ſince 
his Arrival in Great Britain, than the Waters of 
Pyrmont, à Place in Veſpbalia, which he uſed to 
drink for five or ſix Weeks together every Sum- 
ne „ and which give no Interruption to Buſi- 
neſs. - | | 
On publick Nights, after having appeared in the 
Drawing-Room, and talked or played at Cards with 
the Ladies, his Majeſty goes to Supper, either 
with ſome of his Subjects abroad, or a Flea Com- 
pany of his moſt familiar Acquaintance; and it is 
at this Time chiefly, that he anbend his Mind from 
publick Cares, and is a moſt amiable Companion, as 
well as a great Prince, I have been informed by 
ſome who have had che Happineſs to enjoy his Ma- 
jeſty's Company in theſe his freer Hours, that either 
the frongeſt Senſe, or a Vein of the fineft and moſt 
gentee l Raillery is apparent in whatever he ſays. I 
believe it is fricHy true, that no Prince of this Age 
has ſaid ſo many of choſe Things which the French 
call bout Mors, or witty Sayings; and, if ic were not 
too great a Preſumption in à Subject to repeat any 
part of the private Converſations of his Prince, I 
believe I could mention ſome of theſe which I have 
had from good Hands, and which thoſe Men who 
value themſelyes moſt upon Wi: and Humour in his 

D whole 
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whole Dominions, would have been vain to have 
been the Authors of. I could mention an Anſwer, 
which I cannot doubt of, that his Majeſty made 
to one who was giving a very mean Character of 
that unbappy Perſon who pretends to the Britiſh 
Crown, which would be ſufficient to make our 
Facobites themſelves no longer bate his Perſon; tho? it 
muſt add to their Deſpair of overcoming. a Prince, 
who is too generoms to hear the Failings evan of an 
Enemy, made greater than they are. 

As his Majeſty is a Lower of Muſick, and a good 
Judge of Theatrical: Repreſentations, he frequently ap. 
pears at our Plays and Opera's, and by this means 
2 an Opportunity to ſuch of his Subjects to ſee 

im, whoſe »Buſineſs and Employment do not call 
them to Court. 5 5 | 

The Engliſh, who have a Genius for improving 
whatever Hint is given them, have, ſince the Duke 
D' Aumont left London, brought Maſquerading to the 
higheſt degree of Elegance and Perfection that Diverſion 
ſeems to be capable of. To be unknown.in a Com- 
pany, is next to being invi/ible; His Majeſty has 
been ſometimes pleaſed to lay aſide the King, and 
mix in theſe Aſſemblies, where he could beſt judge 
of the Humours and Genius of his Subjects, while 
they {poke and acted without any Awe or Cunſt rain 
in his Preſence. Fett 

Such: is the KN o, my Lord, whom we have 
the Happineſs to obey : Wiſe in his Counſels, Brave in 
the Field, Reſolute in bis Undertakings, and Gracefs 
in his Perſon; a Kind Maſter, a Steady. Friend, and 
an Amiable Man; Conftant and Regular in his 4. 
plication to Publick Buſineſs, never Heated with Win, 
or Ruffled with Paſſion ; addicted to no Exceſs, nor 
taking any Diverſions, but ſuch as are Rational and 
Manly. f 1 
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If we do not ſhew we know how to value ſuch a 
Prince, whom we our ſelves courted to accept the 
Crown, 'we' ſhall become a By-word to the Nations 
round about us, and our Humours may, with Rea- 
ſon, be ſaid to be as various and uncertain as our Cli- 
mate. It is to be hoped therefore, that in our (eve. 
ral Stations, we fhall all do what in us lies, co make 
his Government Eaſy, and his Adminiſtration Ho- 
nourable; that we ſhall behave to his Majeſty after 
another Manner than we did to his great Predeceſſor, 
the late King William, who, as I have been credi- 
bly informed, was ſo heartily tired with continual 
Inſtances of Engliſh Inconſtancy, that he had once 
taken a Reſolution of returning again to Holland, 
and to give us up to our own Inventions. 

If your Lordſhip ſhould have obſerved any 
wrong Steps to have been taken ſince his Majeſty's 
happy Acceſſion to the Throne, you may reſt 
aſſured that, probably ſpeaking, they cannot 
long eſcape the Diſcernment of ſo excellent a 
Prince. | | 

If at any time Poſts of Honour and Profit have 
been wery oddly beſtowed, your Lordſhip may be 
aſſured, it has either been without his Majeſty's 
Knowledge, or thac he has been impoſed upon by 
lome unfair Repreſentation : And having mentioned 
this laſt Particular, I cannot forbear adding a 


Word or two, to ſhew upon how many Accounts 


it is for the Honour and Reputation of his Majeſty's 
Affairs, and the publick Service, that all Preferments, 
whether Civil or Military, ſhould be conferred on 
proper and deſerving Perſons. It was one of the 
greateſt Blemiſhes which was caſt upon the Reign of 
Ring Charles the Second, and which more particu- 
larly alicnated the Minds of the Royal Party from 
him, that when the Services of choſe who ſtuck 
col to their Principles 5 the worſt of Times, qughe 
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ta haye been rewarded, ſome of the greateſt Employ- 
w.nts and moſt conſiderable Grants in the Kingdom 
weie, by the Corruption or Negligence of his Miniſters, 
beitowed upon Panders and Catamites, _ 

The long and expenſive War which we are but 
juſt come our of, the . Taxes we have lain 
under, and the Expences which ſome amongſt us 
may be ſaid to haye been at, more particularly for 
ſupporting the Intereſt of his preſent Majeſty, at a 
Time when the Proteſtant Succeſſion ſeem'd doubr- 
ful ; has made a Poſt in the Government a very 
ſeaſonable Addition to the broken Fortunes of MW If 
many Gentlemen. While ſo many Men there- 
9 of Honour and Capacity have occaſion for ſuch 

avours from the Crown, it would be a very great 

Hardſhip, not to ſay a direct Injuſtice, at this Tim: 

eſpecially, to fling them away on worthleſs and un- 
deſerving Perſons, When a Man of Merit is prefer- 

red, the Lift of ſuch Perſons, not over-large in it nours 
ſelf, is ſtill leſſened ; and thoſe who ſtand next to Cour 
him may ' reaſonably hope to have their Turn: Nya 
But if Men of another Caſt be allowed to ſtep in ¶ this E 
before them, ir muſt be no ſmall Diſcouragement dred 

to them to continue their Integrity, and proceed in WI am 
the Paths of Virtue and Honour: Since his Majeſty 
therefore cannot as yet be ſuppoſed to be acquaint- 
ed with the true Characters of many of his Subjects, 
it is moſt certainly highly incumbent on thoſe about 
him to give him honeſt Advice on this Head, and 
to take the beſt Care they can that his Favours and 
Prefermenty may be properly beſtowed. A Man ought 
not too haſtily to be allowed to carve for himſelf, 
nor his Capacity taken »pon Truſt ; ſince, for want 
of ſome Caution in this Particular, a Man may be 
made a General Officer, tho? he never ſaw a Camp, 
or a Secretury, tho' he ein neither write Engliſh, ot 
even ſpe, The Meth di alſo by which Men wy 
3 | ; "+ as ! | Tn A 3 re- 
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preferment, are undoubtedly to be conſidered, fince 
one who can think nothing too infamom to come at 
a Poſt, will probably think nothing too ſcandaloas 
to get Money when he is i» it. I might add, that 
the advancing improper Perſons to Poſts of Honour, 
does, in a manner, turn Government into Ridicule 3 
and your Lordſhip muſt conſeſs, that it would be 
enough to ſink the Dignity of the Bench, or of the 
moſt honourable Body of Men our Conſtitution is ac- 
quainted with, ſhould a Buffoon be made a Judge, 
or a Pimp a Privy-Counſellor. | | 
1 find chis Subject, were it handled as it ought 
to be, would ſoon ſwell my Letter to too large 
a ſize, when it is time I ſhould think of conclu- 
ding. I am very ſenſible, my Lord, that I have 
ſaid ſome Things in the former part of it, which 
may expoſe me to the Renſentments of the Right 
Honourable Mr. Webſter ; and that, if this moſt Ho- 
nourable Gentleman's Intereſt is ſtrong enough at 
Court, I ſhall be in very great Danger of loſing 
my Accomptant's Poſt. Your Lordſhip knows that 
this Employment, which is but barely Four Hun- 
dred Pounds per Ann. Iriſh Money, out of which 
| am obliged to pay two Clerks, is the only Thi 
under the Government I am now poſſeſſed of, a 
the only Favour Mr. Addiſon, while he was Secretary 
of State, preſumed to ask for his neareſt Relation ; 
but whatever happens, while I am Maſter of an 
Eſtate, which, thanks be to God, ſets me above 
Want, and while I have any Reputation to loſe, 
ſhall never be afraid to {peak my Thoughts with 
na Freedom I was born to, as an Engliſh Gen- 
„ ff 5, 5 n , 
cannot conclude , without returning your 
Lordſhip, and all thoſe other Gentlemen who, 
have honoured me with their Friendſhip in 7re- 
d, my moſt humble Thanks in this publick 
„ 2 . A b man- 


e 
manner, for their many Havours and Civilities: WM tue 
1 ſhall conſfantly endeavour to pteſerve a mot 
grateful Senſe of them, and muſt confeſs,” I have 
met with but very little of that Averfion to th 
Engliſh, ſo much talked of by ſome People. Sure 
Jam, that ſuch Aden asThbuld endeavour to create 
any Miſunderſtanding between the two Nations, 
or to make the. one affect an ludependency on the 
other ; would be ſome of the worſ# Subjects in 
bis Majeſty's: Dominions. When our Patriots, 
who ſeem now to be chiefly taken up with Af- 
fairs abroad, ſhall be more at leiſure to look at 
dome, I am of opinion, that many Things may be 
done equally for the Intereſt and Advantage of 
ether Kingdom. The Proteſtants of Ireland are 2 
Brave' and Loyal People; they have already felt 
ſome of the happy Effects of his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment ; the Price of their Land is at leaſt 
raiſed one Year's Purchaſe ſince 'bis Acceſfion to 
the Throne: They have ſo [diligently applied 
themſelves to the Improvement of the Line 
Manufatiure (which England both in Honour and 
Intereſ is obliged to ed. them in) that it 
may in time make them ſome amends for the 
Lofs of their Weoollen. We may hope, from many 
Reaſons, to ſee Ireland in a few Years a Rich and 
Powerful Iſland. I had been there but a little 
time, when I was ſo far from having that mean 
Opinion either of the Country it ſelf, or the Un: 
derſtandings of its Inhabitants,” which ſome People 
affect to ſhew, that I reſolved to do my belt, 
towards giving the World An Exat# and Ac 
rate Hiſtory of that Kingdom, which I think we 
want. If my Capacity be not equal to the 
Undertaking, this Defe& will in ſome meaſure 
be ſupplied from my having had greater Aff. 


axces than any other Man whatever; ſince by . 
. | a wo 
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a conſtant; and free ' Acceſs to the Books of 
Poper- Office and Cuſtom- Houſe, and to all the Pre- 
ceedings of the Ptivy-Countil. TI find indeed, that 
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tue of my ſeveral publick Employments, I harp bed 


out of theſe laſt; might have been collected the 
beſt Hiſtory of, the late Times „ and that the 
Loſs of thoſe Books which were burnt with the 


Council-Chamber in 1911, is very much to be 
la mente. ern „ e 1. 
- Your Lordſhip. has already : {cen and approved 
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ſome of the Materials which I haye collected 
for this Work; and I am obliged for ſeveral very 
uſeful Hints to his Grace the Archbiſhop of 
Dublin; I muſt endeavour to get the beſ# Lighes 
I can into ſuch Things as happened before I 
knew the Kingdom, but ſhall think I cannot be 
too particular either in the Characters of Men, or 
Account of Things, for ſuch Time as I either have 
been, or ſhall be any ways engaged in Publick 
Buſineſs. One Thing I ſhall venture to aſſure 
your Lordſhip, That I will not flatter any Great 
Man. I was never a mighty Admirer of Pane- 
gyrick; and that Acquaintance I have had with 
Mankind, has. convinced me, there are but very 
few Occaſions for tt. I have ofte thought that 
no Man was capable to give a true Account of 


Things, who was not a little engaged in them + 


himſelf; and that none but a Madman, who was, 
would ever give ſuch an Account, whilſt he was 
within the reach of the Herces of his Story: To 
confeſs the Truth, my Lord, I muſt frankly own, 
that while I had Thoughts of publiſhing this 
Work within a few Years, I found ſome diſtant 
Hopes or Fears of what might poſlibly affect my 
own Intereſt, inſenſibly caſt ſo many falſe Co- 
ours on what I wrote, that upon reviewing it, 
could not but bluſh my ſelf, ro have it intitled 
an 
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an Hiſtory: I have therefore long ſince reſolved, 
that it ſhall not appear in publick, till the Write 
of it is no more. However, as I am too far engagi 
in the Deſign to dei from it, I thought it necel 
ſary to give this Publick Notice of it; ſince, when I 
return to Ireland, I am likely to have mach mu: 
Leiſure to proſecute it, than when I was Jag there: 
And if any Gentlemen ſhall think it worth their 
while to furniſh me with any Original Papers, d 
other proper Materials, I ſhall acknowledge the OH- 
potion, and make the be, Uſe of their Favours I an 
able. 


1 


wy 


London, OFob. 3. | 
1718. I am, my Lord, & 
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PosTscrIpT from the Bookſeller. 


HE Author finding it neceſſary in his own 
Juſtification, to print the following Adver- 
iſement in the publick Papers of the 17th of Fa- 
vary, 17:5. J thought it might not be improper to 
dd it to this Edition by way of Poſtſcript. 


HEREAS a falſe and ſcandalous Story 
hath been reported with the utmoſt Induſtry 
nd Malice, both in London and Dublin, to this 
ffect, viz. That ſoon after I had publiſh'd m. 
etter, finding my ſelf in danger of lofing my Po 
t Accomptant- General in Ireland, I offer'd a con- 
derable Sum of Money to a certain Great Man to 
cure me in it, who thereupon ſtop'd his Coach, 
which we were, and ordered me to go out of ir, 
ſuch Language as I believe very few Gentlemen 
ould give, and none would take; I think my ſelf 
bliged, both in Julie to this honourable Perſon 
d my ſelf, to acquairft the Publick, that this Story 
ſo far from being Ys, that I have not ſpoke one 
'ord upon any Wes jon whatever to him ſince the 
ublication of y Letter ; nor have ever been once 
a Coach with him fince' I left Ireland : That I 
ow of no Miſtinderſtanding there hath ever been 
tween us, but that on the contrary, having for- 
erly had che, Hgnour to be known to him, I wait- 
upon kim ſeveral Times upon my firſt comin 
er, and have been ever received by him with all 


eminent a Station, 


E 1 


FF 


e Civility Feould poſſibiy expect from a Perſon in 


e 
| oi > TD 
I I ſhall not xindicate my Diſeretfon In having lately 
ubliſhed ome anſeaſonable Truths, ſince fo may 
erſons of good Senſe have called it an impruden: 
Action; tho' perhaps I could acquaint thoſe Ges 
tlemen with ſuch Circumſtances as would at leatf 
induce them to cenſure me a little lels ſeverely: [ 
muſt confeſs however, I could not help thinking, 
that when. thoſe. whom I have offended. had got 
every Thing from me his Majeſty ever gave me, 
and above TWO Hundred a Year more, it might 
have been a pretty full Revenge for good-naturel 
Men: I was, it ſeems, miſtaken, and find they ar: 
acting by a Maxim which is indeed agreeab|: 
enough to Politicks, tho' not to Chriſtianity, viz, 
that An injured Man is never to be forgiven, ſo that 
ſhall for the future be ſurprized at no Atrempts how 
ever unheard of, at no Reports however falſe. Th: 
{ame Pains which have been taken to publiſh the 
above-mentioned Story, are uſed to put the fall: 
Colours upon a certain Man of Honour's having 
lately quitted his Poſt, for Reaſons which ſome Pei. 
ſons are but too well acquainted with. A D 
may come when every Engliſhman will judge of thi 
Merits of a certain Cauſe by the Degus which ha 
been laid co ſupport it. In the mean time, I woll 
have thoſe Perſons know, whoever they are tt 
ſend me Letters, by the Penny Poſt, of too lac 
Nature to be mentioned, that it is not their Mena 
which have kept me ſilent. 
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